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EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer some 
indieation ef the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have 
been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) on the basis of in- 
formation supplied by the State Statisticians. 


ANNUAL INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT. 





Base Year 1928-29 = 100. 
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1925-26 

1926-27 101 100 
1927-28 106 98 106 100 
1928-29 100 100 100 =| 100 
1929-30 87 94 103 93 
1930-31 65 70 84 75 
1931-32 82 80 65 64 86 75 
1932-33 71 88 82 
1933-34 78 93 30 
1934-35 












1935-36 





(a) Preliminary - Based on returns from sample factories. 


Taking the year 1928-29 as the base year (=100) the indexes shown in the 
above table indicate the course of factory employment during the past eleven years, and 
the progress through the depression years and subsequent periods of recovery. For Aus- 
tralia as a whole employment in factories is now about 8% greater than in the immediate 
pre=depression years.e In Victoria and Tasmania employment has increased more rapidly 
than for Australia as a whole. New South Wales and South Australia have passed the 
pre-depression level, while Queensland is within 2% and Western Australia within 9% of 
that level. It must be remembered, however, that male population of working age has 
increased by 8% and female population of working age by 9% between 1928-29 and 1935-36. 


At 30th June, 1936 it is estimated that wage-earners employed in factories 
represented about 22% of all persons dependent on employment in the Commonwealth. The 
relative proportions and the rates of increase in relation to total employment vary 
between States. 


The following table shows the masculinity of persons employed in factories 
in the several States during the years 1925-26 to 1935-36. 


Males employed in factories as percentage of all persons employed in factories 

















































h! yi ia! - | Sou | Western | : 

i Or teed _ | sgstre diel actrarias ee | 
1925=26 68.3 8561 | 82.7 | B4e2 8lel 154 
1927-28 75.5 6704 8306 82.5 | 81.8 78.6 74.5 
1928-29 | 75.1 | 66.8 82.4 | 82.6 | 81.7 | 78.0 74.0 | 
192930 7449 66.3 8264 | 82.3 | 81.4 | 7920 1265 
1930-31 73.6 65.8 8202 80.9 | 8002 71804 72.6 
1931-32 71.8 63.6 81.4 | 79.4 | 7867 77.8 70.7 
1933-34 7125 6406 | 80.5 | 80.5 | 80.0 | 7849 72.8 
1934-35 71266 6544 | 80.4 81.4 | B02 | 78.8 71.7 

| 1935~36 NeAe 66e3(a) | 79.6(a) | 82.1(a) | 80.4(a) | 79.9(a) | NA. 








(a) Preliminary - Based on sample returns. 
ae 


For Australia as a whole, female employment was increasing relatively to 


male employment from 1925-26 to 1932-33. 


Month 





After the latter year this tendency was re- 
versed for all States except Queensland, while in Tasmania tho position is doubtful. 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT ~ 1934-35-36. 





(Base: Average for Year ar 1928-29 = 100). 
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RTO ey Mn Ra 
La “Valos land gute Moston Tasmania} AUSTRALLL 
1934-July  .. 90 | 102 91 | 84 78 93 

August ee 92 104 | 95 86 80 25 
September 3 105 | 96 87 82 NH 
October os 96 109 99 89 85 100 
November.. 98 110 | 97 89 86 101 
Decemberee 98 109 | 92 91 87 100 
1935-January oe 95 105 87 89 87 97 
Fobruarye. 98 109 89 90 88 100 
| March ee 100 Lat 92 94 87 102 
| Rpmih, sc 101 1d 94 96 88 103 
May bs 101 110 96 99 88 103 
June ee 101 109 | 97 98 88 103 
July ee g 101 | ¢ 109 | g 99 g 97 6 84 103 
August .. g 103 g 110 | g 99 B 6 B 84 103 
September g9105} g111 | g@ 99 g 98 g 89 105 
October oe g106 | 6114 6 102 | g 100 G91 107 
November. g1038 | g 114 | 6 102 g 98 g 91 108 
Decembere. Gerx1o ) P15 1 Pf oF pg 101 p93 109 
1936-January oe g 105 |R.f 115 g 89 6 101 692 106 
February..| 105 |Rofl2l | pf 94 g 105 B93 109 
March, ee G 107 |R.f 124 | p 9% p 108 B95 12 
Doria 2s @ 108 g117 g 95 f 108 g 94 110 
May oe 6 109 g 117 g 100 106 g 95 110 
June as g109 | 6115 | p# loz p 102 p93 109 
mi «| 110 | pg 11s - ~ G93 - 
Number of 7 Fe en ty i" aan 
Factories 100 150 114 92 24407 
in Samples _ ng ae els ee ae 
ee 82 ali : 47 | Sah | 36/ 52h 
in 1934-35 | : oes die ees ae : : 


@ Preliminary - eaeae on “sample factories. 
returns are available. 


R. Revised 
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Subject to revision when complete 


MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL STORES. 
(Bases July, 1933 = 100) 


ee. 


|New South | 








| : . Queens~ South 
— | "Wales iis hese nae | 
1933- July .. 100 100 100 
August ee OF 99 99 
September 99 101 oT 
Octoberee 99 103 97 
November. 102 111 100 
December. SS | ileal _ ae 
1934- Januarye. 102 | 109 | 100 
February. 104 108 99 
March ee 104 109 | 100 
April ee 103 108 100 
May ee 105 108 102 
June A 105 109 103 
July ee 108 109 104 
August ee 105 109 103 
| September 107 110 103 
Octoberee 108 DS 104 
November. 110 AL 105 
December. 3 algfil 116 
1935= January... 109 LL 106 
February. aby) ay 106 | 
March .. 109 118 105 
April ¢. 2: iy) 105 
May ee 112 healt 106 
June A cy? 2S 105 
August ee Tats 120 108 
September 113 LS" 104 
Octobere. LES 128 107 
November. 119 diel 106 
December 133 145 | 106 
1936- Januarye. 116 132 109 
February. Lg 133 107 
March ee mvs se 109 
yao ae 118 129 108 
May ae 119 132 110 
June ses 120 se 110 
July ee 122 130 - 





The number of establishments in respect of which returns are obtained are= 
New South Wales, 599; Victoria, 102; Queensland, 120; South Australia, 35; Western 
Australia, 69; Tasmania, 14. No adjustment has been made in the indexes on account 


of increased population. 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND 


QUEENSLAND. 





Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, 
and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax, and returns 
collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New Scuth Wales has 
prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on em- 
ployment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary carnerse 
The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance 
Contributions and other sourcese The results are given below - 


/NEW SOUTH WALES. 


NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Percentages of Employment and Unemployment - All available wage-earners 


(a) Including and (b) excluding the full-time equivalent of men engaged 


part-time on relief works. 











So ec mee ae em ee ee ee ee ae ee 


























Percentage of all who are dependent on and 
eer available for employment ‘ | 
MONTH Including full time equiva- | (b) Excluding full time equiva- 
lent of part-time relief lent of part-time relief 
workers : workers ad. 
Employed Unemployed Employed Unemployed 
Census of 30th | 

June, 1933 .. 7464 2566 73.5 i —— 
1934— June ee 81.1 18.9 78.0 2260 
1935=- June ee 86.6 13.4 83.7 16.3 
July ee Otome 12.8 ° 84.3 Wag 
August eo. 88.0 12.0 85.1 14.9 
September 89e2 10,8 86.5 13.5 
Octobere. 89.6 10.4 87.0 13.0 
November. 90.3 967 87.8 12-2 
December. 92028 7.8 89.7 10.3 
1936- Januarye. 88.1 11.9 85.9 14.1 
February. 88.6 11.4 8604 13.6 
March .. 8928 10.2 87.6. 1204 
April . ss 90.1 99 879 12.1 
May ee 90.8 902 88.6 11.4 
June ee 90.4 9.6 88.2 Ia 
July ee 90.9 elagh 88.7 Les 
August ee 90.8 922 88.8 lde2 


The indexes have been adjusted to allow for an estimated increase of 1.2 
per cent. per annum in the number of persons dependent on employment. At the Census 


of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on 
ployed by reason of illness, accident, etc. or 


"voluntarily". 


employment returned themselves as unem~ 
This number, represent- 


ing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment, is excluded from the above 
indexes, which relate to percentages of available wage-earners employed and unemployed. 


The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in June, 19333; 
519,000 in June, 1934; 567,000 in June, 1935; 614,000 in June, 1936; and 618,000 in 


August, 1936. 
UEENS LAND. 


Employment and Unemployment among Men Wage and Salary Earners. (In terms of 
full-time employment and unemployment excluding normal seasonal variations} 
A a Se 


Percentage Approximate Number 
Employed Employed | Unemployed 






PERIOD 


Average 1929 oe 8969 10.1 148,340 16,660 
1930 os 8604 13.6 144,630 225850 
" 1931 ae Tae 22.8 1315270 385730 
: 1932 ee HES. 2202 134,130 38,320 
" 1933 - 7908 20.2 1395720 355310 
" 1934 ae 84.9 15.2 150,870 26 4800 
" 1935 89.0 Lis 160,510 195820 
" 1936 (to July) 91.5 8.5 167,070 155400 
3 months ended - 
wee 935 ae 89el 10.9 160,750 19,680 
gust, " ie 88.8 L1.2 160,490 203170 
Bone, ¥ ee 89.0 11.0 161, 060 19 4820 
Septente " bee 90.1 9.9 163,140 17 4970 
A eg Be ee 90.6 9.4 164,310 17,020 
December, . oe Glas 8.7 165,340 15,720 
January, 1936 ee 91.5 8.5 166,390 15,400 
F war ee 90.9 io a 165, 490 16, 520 
ee = Ae 91.0 9.0 165,890 16,350 
April, " ie 91.3 8.7 166,570 153890 
May y " a G1. 7 8.3 167,560 | 15,130 
June, * oe 91.8 8e2 1675 5900 | tbs 5010 
July; ‘ .- J 92.6 _ 144 169, 5670 13 5470 





g Relief Work: The full-time equivalent 4 was approximately 10, 160 mene 
Without this work the percentage unemployed would have been 12.9. 
Growing Population: The total of the last two columns increases with the net 


growth in the number of men dependent on employment. 
er ae 


BUILDING PERMITS. 


A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by 
Building Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed buildings 
and repairs. , 


The following tables give details of the value of Building Permits issued 
in the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods showne 


[| Buildings | Buildings 


for | for Other 













“Alterations | Total Value 




















































































and All Building 
Habitation _Purposes Additions Operations 
ay cue £e ag 
| 1928-29 (a) eo| 175,455,449 4 5902,928 (b)1,932,887| 24,291,264 
1929~30 (a) ee| 11,057,069 3,098,700 (b)1,741,291} 15,897,060 
1930=31(a) sn} 1,989,167 1,547,005 (b) -799,245| 4,335,417 
1931-32 eo| 1,533,325 | 1,848,257 1,225,680] 4,607,262 
1932-33 ee| 3,285,679 | 1,503,877 2,161,846} 6,851,402 
1933-34 e«| 6,105,369 2,194,162 2885,378/ 11,184,909 
1934-35 ee| 9,606,533 3 9829676 4,173,041] 17,610,590 
1935~36 ee| 12,342,910 5,144,668 45484,819| 21,972,397 
Quarter ended = | 
March, 1935] 25436,466 | 942,604 1,110,558] 4,489,628 
June, : 299365510 | 1,271,694 1,180,786] 5,388,990 
September, " 3 9428, 704 eel ag Le 1,088,729) 5,793,145 
December PULA pal 941,246 1,159,741} 4,880,508 
March, 1936} 2,946,420 1,378,537 1,009,013} 5,333,970 
June, "i 3,188,265 | 1,549,173 152275336] 5,964,774 





(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney: (b) Exclusive of Sydney and Suburbs. 


BUILDING PERMITS IN CAPITAL CITIES AND SUBURBS 
OF BACH STATE. 




















| Sydney Melbourne] Brisbane | Adelaide} Perth Hobart | | 
| PERIOD and and and and and and TOTAL 
ae Suburbs | Suburbs | Suburbs Suburbs} Suburbs | Suburbs | 
. £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £1000 | 
ae oe (a)9,715| 7,661 29440 1,807 ZgoLS - 150 24,291 
192930 eo (a)5,810| 5,576 1,414 1,158 1,833 106 15,897 
1930-31 wv | (a)1,005; 1,434 1,098 314 393 91 4,335 
1931-32 oe 995; 1,861 | 876 217 596 62 4.9607 
1932-33 ee egenr| e000 793 400 732 101 6,851 
1933-34 ee 4,142) 4,218 1,052 617 988 169 11,185 
1934-35 ne 75632| 5,604 | 1,654 1,164 | 1,354 203 17,611 
| 1935-36 oe 95385} 7,162 Zygaat bgcad 1,621 328 215972 
1935 - 
March Quarter 2607) «436i 4 335 333 346 43 45489 
June 4 23388] 1,766 521 306 SMA pie 5 9389 
September " 29928) 1,788 | 574 304 505 94 59793 | 
December " 1,964} 1,646 | 5323 359 5 a) 5 43 44880 
1936 - 
March Quarter 29456| 1,784 411 252 378 53 5 9334 
June " 29437 | 1,944 | 719 324 | 403 | 38 Save? | 


(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney and value of alterations and additions in 
Sydney and Suburbs. 
II. UNEMPLOYMENT, QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER, 1936. 


The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are 
Similar to those published quarterly in the past, and are derived from returns furnished 


by Trade Unions. 


The number of trade unionists represented in the returns, from which the 
following figures have been derived, is normally about half the total. Generally, it 
may be said that the returns of unemployment include little information about rural em- 
ployment, so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly with the season, 
though the food preserving industries have some effect in this connection. The total un- 
employment in the country, however, may be affected a good deal by the crop seasons. 

The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions for 
Australia as a whole for each quarter from the June Quarter of 1932, when unemploy= 
ment was at its maximum, to the September Quarter of 1936, are as follows:- 

Pree /AUSTRALIA. 


AUSTRALIA, 


1932 = June Quarter 30.0 per cents 
1933 + March ! s6r5 " " 
June u Pasay " 
September " Bare. of " 
December i Zoe u 
1934 - March ib Pallas) | a " 
June ¥: 20.9" . 
September " 20.4 
December ue Usiegs} oh u 
1935 - March iL Usa W 
June Mi fe Omae ui 
September " 15,9 " i 
December u ete et u 
1936 = March ut Sy e ae 
June i Tae " 
September " eae sy 


While the percentages now published are correct for the third quarter of 
1936, half the reduction from the second quarter's figures (0.4%) is due to unavoidable 
changes in the number of unions covered by the returns. Of this 0.4% reduction, On2% 
is due to the exclusion of two unions from which it is no longer possible to secure re- 
ports. The remaining 0.2% is due to the resumption of reports by unions which had pre- 
viously failed to make regular returns. Had regular reports been made this reduction 
of 0.2% would have been apparent at an earlier date. 


In New South Wales and Victoria these factors have lowered the unemployment 
percentage by 0.2%, have had no effect in Queensland and South Australia, have lowered 
the Western Australian percentage by 1.6%, and the Tasmanian figure by 0. Gree (In the 
case of Western Australia the reduction of 1.6% is mainly due to the resumption of 
reports by one large union). 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of August, 1936. 


The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak point 
(30.0%) in unemployment attained in the June Quarter of 1932, after an almost continuous 
rise since 1929, when the rate was 9.3 per cent. After remaining fairly constant at 
28.0 per cent. to 28.3 per cent. for three quarters - from August, 1931, to February, 
1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion of unemployment 
in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of the membership. 


From the peak the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in 
the September quarter of 1932, and in the two following quarters the improvement was 
much more marked, amounting to 15 per 1,000 in the December quarter of 1932, and 16 per 
1,000 in the March quarter of 1933. The improvement continued until unemployment stood 
at 12.0 per cent. for the September quarter 1936. This is the lowest percentage of 
unemployment since Mey, 1929, when it was 10.0 per cent. Since the maximum point in 
May, 1932, the rate of unemployment has diminished by 18.0 per cent., or 180 per 1,000 
members, iee» from 30.0 per cent. in May, 1932, to 12.0 per cent. in August, 1936. 


This improvement since May, 1932 has been experienced in all the States in 
the following order (per 1,000 tolibero ice South Australia, 252; Western Australia, 2293 
New South Wales, 182; Victoria, 160; Tasmania, 134; Queensland, 127. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


AUSTRALIA - Number and Membership of Trade Unions reporting, and Number and Per- 
centage of Unemploved - March Quarter, 1929 to September Quarter, 1936. 





oS = ee a oe ee 







































a aa: nae] baa eee ' ee 
March June ; June ; June |September March; Juno | September 
| AUSTRALIA Quarter Quarter |Quarter|Quarter Quarter | Quarter Quarter) Quarter 
EE eo | 1934 | 1035 | 1936 | 1936 | 1936 
| Number of Unions Eg he 396 394 394 | 394 394 390 
Membership + + 4205756 413,742 |415,559 |422,113/438,216 /445,294 446,564 | 436,139 
Unemployed - 
| 59,621 | 57,001 | 52,482 








Number w| 39,159/124,068 |106,652) 88,413) 69,575 
ee OI = 25.59 Set «23 


Percentage ee 






sf) ieee 12.0 









/STATES - 


STATES - Percentage of Members of Reporting Trade Unions returned as 
Unemploved in each State - March Quarter, 1929 to 


September Quarter, 1936. 


March |* June “June June |September| March June |September 
Quarter| Quarter! Quarter} Quarter| Quarter | Quarter|Quarter| Quarter 
1929 Phebe ba LOB} 34 1936 1936 1936 


oo 























New South Walesee 


9.7 29.6 
Victoria ray 8.6 2310 
Queensland rion emer ere 15.46 
South Australias. 1362 30.0 
Western Australia 8.5 2620 
Tasmania aa 8.7 19.0 
TOTAL: 9.3 2567 20.9 159 13,4 ice 12.0 





The above returns are compiled and published substantially on the basis 
that has been adopted in regard to Trade Union returns since 1911. It is to be noted, 
however, that the returns relate to members of trade unions embracing only about 20 per 
cente of wage-earners, and that for some States these constitute a more representative 
sample of employment than for others. The percentages include persons unemployed from 
all causes, other than those unemployed directly as a result of industrial disputes. 
They may be interpreted as relating to the members of unions making returns who are not, 
according to the records or knowledge of the union secretary, employed within union 
callings. 


The percentages do not exactly represent the proportion of total unemploy- 
ment in Australia as a whole, though Census data and other records indicate that they 
give a reasonable picture of the development of the unemployment crisis in Australia and 
the recovery therefrom. 


In view of the very definite nature of the information on which are based 
the indexes of employment and unemployment for New South Wales, and those relating to 
men for Queensland, these indexes should be the most accurate record available of unem- 
ployment in those States. 


This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and 
contains statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the 
Commonwealth Statistician pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 
1905-1930. 
ROLAND WILSON. 
Commonwealth Statistician 
15th October,1936. 


